
2 Kings 23:10
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And he defiled Topheth, which is in the valley of the children

of Hinnom, that no man might make his son or his daughter to

pass through the fire to Molech. 

Analysis

And he defiled Topheth, which is in the valley of the children of Hinnom,

that no man might make his son or his daughter to pass through the fire to

Molech.

This  verse  contributes  to  the  overall  theme  of  chapter  23:  Comprehensive

reformation cannot avert certain judgment. In Judah's later history, we see both

genuine  reforms  and  deep-rooted  corruption,  revealing  that  external  religious

activity cannot substitute for heart transformation. 

The narrative demonstrates God's justice in judging covenant unfaithfulness while

maintaining His ultimate purposes for redemption. 

Historical Context

Historical Setting: 2 Kings 23 takes place during the final century of Judah's

existence, 7th century BCE, including Manasseh and Josiah's reigns. The chapter's

theme  (Josiah's  Thorough  Reforms)  reflects  the  historical  reality  of  the  worst

apostasy under Manasseh followed by the most thorough reforms under Josiah,

demonstrating  that  external  righteousness  cannot  reverse  God's  determined

judgment.  Archaeological  evidence from this  period  includes  royal  inscriptions,

administrative  documents,  and  material  culture  that  corroborate  the  biblical
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account  while  providing  additional  context  for  understanding  the  political  and

social dynamics at work. 

Related Passages

1 Corinthians 13:4 — Characteristics of love 

John 15:13 — Greatest form of love 

Study Questions

How does this verse contribute to understanding the theological message of 2

Kings 23 regarding comprehensive reformation cannot avert certain

judgment?

What does this passage reveal about God's character, particularly His justice,

mercy, and faithfulness to covenant promises?

In what practical ways should this text shape contemporary Christian

thinking about faithfulness, worship, and obedience to God?

Interlinear Text

א וטְִמֵּ
And he defiled

H2930

אֶת
H853

פתֶ הַתֹּ
Topheth

H8612

ר אֲשֶׁ
H834

י ֵ בגְּ
which is in the valley

H1516

וֹ בנְּ
might make his son

H1121

ם ֹּ הִנ
of Hinnom

H2011

י לבְלִתְִּ
H1115

יר להְַֽעֲבִ
to pass through

H5674

ישׁ אִ
that no man

H376

אֶת
H853

וֹ בנְּ
might make his son

H1121

ואְֶת
H853

וֹ בתִּּ
or his daughter

H1323

שׁ באֵָּ
the fire

H784

למַֹּֽלךֶ׃ְ
to Molech

H4432

1. 

2. 

3. 

2



Additional Cross-References

Isaiah 30:33 (Parallel theme): For Tophet is ordained of old; yea, for the king it is

prepared; he hath made it deep and large: the pile thereof is fire and much wood;

the breath of the LORD, like a stream of brimstone, doth kindle it.

Jeremiah  19:6 (Parallel  theme):  Therefore,  behold,  the  days  come,  saith  the

LORD, that this place shall no more be called Tophet, nor The valley of the son of

Hinnom, but The valley of slaughter.

Leviticus 18:21 (Parallel  theme):  And thou shalt  not  let  any of  thy seed pass

through the fire to Molech, neither shalt thou profane the name of thy God: I am

the LORD.

Jeremiah 32:35 (Parallel theme): And they built the high places of Baal, which are

in the valley of the son of Hinnom, to cause their sons and their daughters to pass

through the fire unto Molech; which I commanded them not, neither came it into

my mind, that they should do this abomination, to cause Judah to sin.

Joshua 15:8 (Parallel theme): And the border went up by the valley of the son of

Hinnom unto the south side of the Jebusite; the same is Jerusalem: and the border

went  up  to  the  top  of  the  mountain  that  lieth  before  the  valley  of  Hinnom

westward, which is at the end of the valley of the giants northward:

Deuteronomy 18:10 (Parallel theme):  There shall not be found among you any

one that maketh his son or his daughter to pass through the fire, or that useth

divination, or an observer of times, or an enchanter, or a witch,
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